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"Sound first and ask questions later” - Can you blow the Shofar on Shabbat?

1] Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 4:1-2
,DWPIN 1D WTpna ,Nava N2 SNY NMwn UK OY 210 DI (N
SNITIZ M 121 P00, YTRARN N2 11NWN .N)TA1 ND DIN
1PN RD TYIN AT IMN TN WY DIPR D22 YR INW
22 TN NI TONX 121NN .T123 M1 RN ORI N1

TN vy DIpN

NI NNY 1Y D3V ,N12 DY NN DU N0 ANT TV (2
NN 1YPIN 10 KD N1 .YRIR N2 N210M NN ynivn

1712271712
2] Babylonian Talmud - Rosh Hashanah 29b
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3] Babylonian Talmud - Rosh Hashanah 29b
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Leviticus 23:24
NINNIY D2 MM UTN2 TN 20D WTNI 1MR2 SXIR 1137DK 13T (1
WTp"NIPR MY
(24) Speak to the Israelite people thus: In the seventh month, on the first day of the month,
you shall observe complete rest, a sacred occasion commemorated with loud blasts.

Numbers 29:1
WYN N2 NTAY NININ™HI DI M WTp™R1pN WTN2 TON P awn wnd (K
‘D22 M NN O
(1) In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe a sacred
occasion: you shall not work at your occupations. You shall observe it as a day of loud
blasts.

Questions of Understanding

-How was Shofar different in the days when the Temple stood?

-Where did Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai permit Shofar on Shabbat? Why do you think he
permitted shofar on shabbat at all? Why only in those places?

-What does Rabbi Elazar disagree about? What is the Mishnah’s response?

-What differences were there between blowing in Jerusalem and in Yavneh?

-The Gemara is looking for a source for the Mishnah’s ruling. Which ruling is being asked
about?

-What contradiction between verses is brought? How is it resolved?

-Rava objects to this for two reasons. What are they?

-According to Rava, why can’t you blow Shofar on shabbat normally? Why can you blow in
the Temple?

-What else is included in Rava’s thinking?

-Why do you think Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai wanted to blow the Shofar on shabbat in
Yavneh? Why do you think the Bnei Beteira wanted to discuss it? Why do you think Rabban
Yochanan does not want to discuss it?

-What is the relationship between the story of Yavneh and the Mishnah’s ruling?

-What question does the Gemara have about the end of Mishnah 4:1? How is the difficulty
resolved?

-Based on what you’ve read, do you think we should be blowing Shofar in London when
Rosh Hashanah is on Shabbat? Why do you think that traditional communities don’t?
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Additional Sources
A] Talmud Yerushalmi Rosh Hashanah 18b
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1"2P N2APNY DIPNI DNAPM (DY) "aw N .ANT wTND TNXA

R. Zeira instructed his colleagues: Go listen to R. Levi expound Torah, for it is impossible that he
would say something that we can not learn from. They went and heard him say, “One verse says, ‘A
day of shofar blasts you shall have’ (Num. 29:1), and the other verse says, ‘A remembrance of
shofar blasts’ (Lev. 23:24). How is this possible? [You must say,] when Rosh ha-Shanah falls out on
the weekday, it is a day of shofar blasts, when it falls out on Shabbat it is [only] a remembrance of
shofar blasts, we mention them, but we do not blow.” If this is so—then even in the Temple it [the
shofar blowing] should not override [Shabbat]?! . .. Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai taught: “‘And you
shall offer a sacrifice’ (Lev. 23:25), in the place where sacrifices are offered [there shall be shofar
blasts].”19

B] Rambam - Mishneh Torah, Shofar, Sukkah and Lulav 2:6, 8-10
9 5Y OGN .DIPN 5211212 YRR X NAYA NINY SNY MYn UX15Y 110 01 (1
O MAY NN NR YY Ny K12 PYPIRY N0 TN 101 MAY Diwn Ny pany
YN D YRDY MY 1O1MNITA DL KW NI PYPIR X 1R .DNMAT
220V .N2'PD MDN T K12 MY MYIN INY N .D210 MY MNRNX YAIX
YpNY 1'K'p2 5210 'K NYpNa 02N

(6) [When] the holiday of Rosh Hashanah falls out on Shabbat, we may not blow the shofar in any
place. [This is the case] even though blowing [the shofar] was forbidden only on account of a
Shabbat decree; so it would have been appropriate that we would blow — a positive mitzvah of
the Torah would come and override a Shabbat decree from the words [of the Sages]. So why do we
not blow? [Because of] a decree lest one take it in his hand and carry it to someone to blow for
him, and [in the process,] carry it four cubits in the public domain, or transfer it from one domain
to another — and come to a prohibition [punishable by] stoning. [This is necessary because] all are
obligated in blowing [the shofar], but not all are expert at blowing [it].

M0Y N 22X T2 PRY DIPR KX ITA XD N2YA VPN Kow 1mwa (N
10T 52 NAYA DWW YRR D20 10 DY NTAD T N2 N0 DR WTpnn
D2V DINA 71N ND0Y 1Y 52 KINX 7292 DIV "WIN N1 .awe pT Ay
D2U17 NY'PN 51p NYMY NN .ON3an 7iN2 NnRY X5 D217 XN N
PDan 1N MY N 0P K122 N21D NN NN YN MNRY KD

ND DN 1Y INYA 51N .0QPATD NAYA DWPIR 10 1Y NNINKWIN . DN
YRR

(8) When they made a decree not to blow on Shabbat, they only decreed about a place where
there is no court. But at the time that the Temple existed and the High Court was in Jerusalem,
everyone in Jerusalem would blow on Shabbat [that was Rosh Hashanah] the whole time that the
court was seated [there]. And it was not only the people of Jerusalem, but rather every city that
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was within the perimeter of Jerusalem — and could see it, [which excludes one] in a ravine; and
could hear it, [which excludes one] on a mountaintop; and that was able to come to Jerusalem,
[which excludes one with] a river separating them — the people of that city would blow on
Shabbat, like Jerusalem. But in the other cities of Israel, they did not blow.

YIND T]IND ﬂ'_'__ﬂ"_\{_) Nimyiap r1na 12 W"VJ D"IP);J bQ VJ"TTP)‘_DD J'll:\\j) 0T (L
PN UTND NN IWTRY T N13 K9X NAWA PYPIN X .NAWIA PYPIR ONR?
1PTN2 92 RIN 1YPIR PRI INY A DY QX N2 YRR X 1T 'R XY
YIN 52X .DNM92 PYRINITAY K91 Y211V 199K AWM 1NY 1Nt 92 7221 1T
INI XD PR PT NAY 90 PT N2 1192 PYRIR NN YRR PR 1T NNA)
VTN DY DX 10T 1T DAY 0'2710 M2 D92 191WN 1"AYn? YIRN
].D"IN
(9) But at this time [after] the Temple was destroyed, we may blow on Shabbat in any place that
has a permanent court — and that is so long as it was ordained in the Land of Israel. And we only
blow on Shabbat in a court that has sanctified the moon (ratified the new month). But we may not
blow in other courts, even though they were ordained. And we only blow exclusively in front of the
High Court, so long as they are seated. And even if they moved to get up but did not [yet] get up,
we may blow in front of them. However we may not blow outside of the court. And why may we
blow in front of the court? Because the court is alacritous and the blowers would not come to

transport a shofar in the public domain in front of them. For the court would warn the people and
inform them [of the prohibition].

DX WA 1WA YR PYRINY 7172 MDA D2 W PR IRY 70 0t (0
’J_\{JQ ]’yp'm l_fp]flb_ MK P TN DWP)ZJZ_I i Nb] DZTLV_JQ DW’D? NYNI O bl:l
7173

(10) At this time that we make two days [of Rosh Hashanah] in the Exile — in the same way that we

blow on the first, so too do we blow on the second. And if the first day fell out on Shabbat and
there was no court fitting to blow in that place, we blow only on the second.

C] Tur - Orach Chayim 588
1"VPIN 1N YTPNI NAYA MO SNy N 5w 0™ INT NN NYPN N IRD naes
DYN 199 1T 115D NNY 12U 191Y NYV'PNA 1'KPA DIN PRY NN KD AN
PNTRNOVID DI TN YN NN Q"M 1"NNA X" TV 1TNOY 'pa
2125 NI DNMAN T'112 w'w Dipn 9221 1ypin inw a1 Pphn n'aaanwn
MILP MTNID NY A" W T'1 "9 D'WIanNn Dow 12 N XN A Sw hani a5

...and Shabbat is not the time for blowing, as it is taught in the Mishnah... because not everyone is
expert in blowing Shofar and we are concerned lest someone comes to take up the shofar in their
hand and walk to an expert to learn and end up carrying it 4 cubits in public. The Rif (Rabbi
Yitzchak Alfasi 11th C.) used to blow in his Beit Din, and relied on that which is taught: “when the
Beit Hamikdash was destroyed, Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai decreed that they should blow in
every place with a Beit Din” as long as it was in front of them, and the Rif wanted to interpret as
‘every court’, even one of 3 judges. But we don’t do this, for all the commentators explain that it
means a Beit Din of 23, which is the Small Sanhedrin...

*For more on the Bnei Beteira look at Pesachim 66a, Baba Metzia 85a.*
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D] Worshipers Violate Halakha, Blow Shofar on Shabbat
Ha'aretz, Nadav Sharagi 9/25/2006

A group of worshipers, some of them from New Sanhedrin, a group headed by Rabbi Adin
Steinsaltz that sees itself as the successor to the original Sanhedrin (religious court that ruled
ancient Israel), violated Jewish law by blowing the shofar on Shabbat during Rosh Hashanah
services.

The services were held at the Beit Habehira yeshiva in Jerusalem's Old City. Current Jewish
law forbids the blowing of the shofar on the Sabbath, for fear of violating the prohibition against
carrying objects in public. The same law prohibits carrying the lulav on the Shabbat of the Sukkot
holiday and reading the Purim Megillah when the holiday falls on the Sabbath.

Rabbi Akiva Yosef Schlesinger blew the shofar on Shabbat 101 years ago, but did so almost
clandestinely out of fear of ultra-Orthodox zealots in Jerusalem. Schlesinger was a Zionist Haredi
who believed that blowing the shofar on Shabbat would halt the spread of the pogroms in Russia.
Some researchers claim his initiative earned the silent approval of Jerusalem chief rabbis Rabbi
Shmuel Salant, Rabbi Elijah David Rabinowitz-Teomim and Rabbi Yaakov Shaul Elyashar.

One of the people behind Saturday's shofar-blowing was Prof. Hillel Weiss of Elkana, a major figure
in the movement to establish a Third Temple in Jerusalem. A press release issued before Rosh
Hashanah by the planners said that, "Now, when we are facing the war of Gog and Magog (the
apocalyptic war described in the Book of Ezekiel), shall we not postpone the decree ... by sounding
the shofar?"

Weiss published an article in Bar-llan University's weekly Torah study pamphlet in which he
cited Jewish sources implying that the shofar was blown on Rosh Hashanah when the holiday fell
on Shabbat even after the destruction of the Temple.

Most of the worshipers at the Saturday services were ultra-Orthodox. Rabbi Zvi Idan, the
first president of New Sanhedrin, attended.

Silence is all we dread.
There’s Ransom in a Voice —
But Silence is Infinity.
Himself have not a face.
-Emily Dickinson

80of 10



Limmud 5786 rabbi@nsnshul.org.uk

Translations of Main Sources

1] Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 4:1-2

1] In a case where the festival of Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbat, in the Tempe they would
sound the shofar, but not in the rest of the country. Since the Temple was destroyed,
Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakkai decreed that they would sound in every place that has a
court. Rabbi Elazar said - no, he only decreed it in Yavneh alone! They said to him, both in
Yavneh and every place that has a court.

2] And Jerusalem had this advantage over Yavneh - that every city that could see, hear, was
close and they could come, would also sound the shofar, but in Yavneh they would only
blow in the court itself.

2] Babylonian Talmud - Rosh Hashanah 29b

From where are these matters? Rabbi Levi bar Lachma said Rabbi Chama bar Chanina said:
One verse says: “A solemn rest, a memorial of blasts” (Leviticus 23:24), and another verse
says: “It is a day of blowing for you” (Numbers 29:1). This not difficult: Here, to a Festival
that occurs on Shabbat; there, to a Festival that occurs on a weekday.

Rava said: if this is from Torah law, how does one sound in the Temple? And furthermore, it
is not a prohibited labor on Shabbat such that a verse is necessary to exclude it!. As a Sage
of the school of Shmuel taught: “Any prohibited labor of work you shall not perform”
(Numbers 29:1). This comes to exclude the sounding of the shofar and the removal of
bread from the oven, each of which is a skill and not a labor.

Rather, Rava said: By Torah law one is permitted, and it was the Sages who decreed that it
is prohibited. This is in accordance with Rabba, as Rabba said: All are obligated to sound
the shofar, but not all are experts in sounding the shofar. So they made a decree, lest one
take it in one’s hand and go to an expert to learn, and then might carry it four cubits in the
public domain. And this is also the same reasoning for the Lulav, and the Megillah.

2a] Rashi
A decree lest they take etc. - and in the Temple they didn’t decree, because the rabbinic
prohibition of ‘rest / shevut’ doesn’t apply in the Temple.

3] Babylonian Talmud - Rosh Hashanah 29b

After the Temple was destroyed, Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai instituted that etc. as the
Sages taught: Once Rosh HaShana occurred on Shabbat, and all the cities gathered. Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakkai said to the sons of Beteira: Let us sound. They said to him: Let us
discuss. He said to them: let us sound, and afterward let us discuss. After they sounded,
they said to him: Let us now discuss. He said to them: The shofar has already been heard in
Yavne, and one does not refute after action.
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